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The eleventh edition of the Smart Book of the Year competition is launched!
Below we present a list of 15 exceptional books that will compete for the title of the best popular science publications of 2025. Among the nominees, you will find suggestions for both adults and the youngest explorers. The competition is organised by the Jagiellonian University (Krakow, Poland) and the Smart Books website, in partnership with the  Copernicus Festival.
The Smart Book of the Year is an academic competition organised since 2016, aimed at helping readers choose publications of the highest substantive value. A team of specialists representing various academic centres across the country reviews hundreds of titles, selecting those that are most interesting and valuable in terms of content and quality
It has been eleven years since we began honouring books that not only broaden knowledge, but also spark curiosity in readers – publications that are accessible, inspiring, thought-provoking and encourage further research. This year's list includes titles by Polish authors as well as translations from the USA, Great Britain and Denmark. In May, we will announce the winners who will receive statuettes in several prestigious categories.
In the competition, awards will be given in the following categories:
•    Smart Book of the Year for Adults
•    Smart Book of the Year for Children
•    Jagiellonian University Academic Community Award
•    Internet Users and Readers of ‘Dziennik Polski Award’ – media patron of the event

All nominated books will soon be available at the Kraków bookstore De Revolutionibus Books, which is partnering the competition.
Feel welcome to visit the competition's fanpage, where we will be presenting the nominated titles, and the competition website: http://www.madraksiazkaroku.uj.edu.pl/nominacje/. 






LIST OF BOOKS NOMINATED FOR THE 2025 EDITION
Adult books
1. Brendborg N., (Super) stymulowani. Jak nauka i przemysł manipulują naszymi instynktami, trans. Alicja Głuszak, Wydawnictwo Copernicus Center Press.
2. Cooper P., Utracone cywilizacje. Jak rozkwitały i upadały imperia, trans. Arkadiusz Bugaj, Wydawnictwo Znak Horyzont.
3. Hollingworth C., Tomlinson C., Mózg na autopilocie. Jak nie dać się oszukać schematom myślenia, trans. Magda Witkowska, Wydawnictwo Prószyński i s-ka.
4. Kaźmierska A., Brzeziński W., Co to będzie? Krótki przewodnik po końcach świata, Wydawnictwo Port.
5. Krzemińska A., Homo (nie tylko) sapiens. Inna opowieść o naszych przodkach, Wydawnictwo Literackie.
6. Myśliwiec D., Wszyscy TO robimy, czyli krótka opowieść o mijaniu się z prawdą, Wydawnictwo Altenberg.
7. Rowińska P., Mapomatyka. Jak mapy prowadzą nas i zwodzą, trans. Michał Rogalski, Wydawnictwo RN.
8. Weinersmith K., Weinersmith Z., Miasto na Marsie. Czy możemy skolonizować kosmos, czy powinniśmy to robić i czy naprawdę mamy to dobrze przemyślane?, trans. Dorota Konowrocka-Sawa, Wydawnictwo Insignis.
9. Winn J., Mała księga egzoplanet, trans. Tomasz Lanczewski, Wydawnictwo Helion.
10.  Zbyryt A., Czego się boją ptaki?, Wydawnictwo Poznańskie.

Books for children and teenagers
1. Hajkuś R., Paweł Gierliński (illustrations), Co głowie wyjdzie na zdrowie? Mózg wie i o tym opowie, Wydawnictwo Sensus.
2. Janiszewski B., Jankowiak-Maik A., Skorwider M. (illustrations), Czy Krzyżacy to fajni chłopacy?, Wydawnictwo Agora dla dzieci.




3. Mirek A., Ernest A. (illustrations), Coś tu śmierdzi. Nauka, która wrze, bulgocze i wybucha, Wydawnictwo Znak Emotikon.
4. Richter-Magnuszewska J., Co mówią zwierzęta?, Wydawnictwo Kropka.
5. Rusinek M., Rusinek J.(illustrations), Bibuła w tapczanie. O Solidarności dla dzieci, Wydawnictwo Agora dla dzieci.

Nominated by:
Prof. Krzysztof Ciesielski –  mathematician, Jagiellonian University, populariser of science
Dr Michał Faszcza –  historian, University of Silesia, Smart Books website
Dr Kamil Kopij – archaeologist, Jagiellonian University, Smart Books website
Rafał Siemko –  philologist, Smart Books website
Dr Agnieszka Jankowiak-Maik – historian, educator, author of the blog ‘Babka od Histy’, author of children's books
Prof. Przemysław Bąbel – psychologist, head of the Pain Research Group, Jagiellonian University
Dr Agnieszka Defus – populariser of science, Cafe Nauka UJ
Dr Tomasz Miller – mathematical physicist, Copernicus Centre for Interdisciplinary Research, Jagiellonian University
Marta Alicja Trzeciak – veterinarian, populariser of science, Smart Books website
Agnieszka Karp-Szymańska – Polish philologist, cultural animator, CEO of the CzasDzieci.pl Sp. z o. o. portal.
Adam Zbyryt - biologist, University of Bialystok, populariser of science, author of the educational profile ‘Człowiek z Puszczy’
Agnieszka Krzemińska – science journalist, archaeologist, populariser of knowledge, Tygodnik Polityka




Dr hab. Max Skorwider – illustrator, poster artist and visual artist, co-author of children's books, Magdalena Abakanowicz University of Arts in Poznań
Boguś Janiszewski – writer, teacher, author of numerous popular science books for children, created in collaboration with illustrator Max Skorwider.
Popular Science Editorial Team of Student Radio Luz

Note: Authors who were involved in nominating books for our competition were not allowed to nominate their own publications.
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